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College of Public Health

Presenter: Bergen B. Nelson, MD, MS, Assistant Professor, Department

of Pediatrics, Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine
bergen.nelson@vcuhealth.org

Commentary: Susan N. Dreyfus, President & CEO, Alliance for Strong
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sndreyfus@alliancel.org
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Trabajando Juntos por Nuestros NINos
(Working Togetherfor Our Kidg
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Background: Developmental Screening is a
Recommended Preventive Service

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends
universal screening and survelllance:

A Ask about and document family concerns at every well visit

A Use a validated screening tool at 9, 18 aneBR4months

A Use an autismaspecific screening tool at 18 and-38 months

A Refer promptly for evaluation and services when concerns are
detected

AAP Council on Children with Disabilities. Identifying Infants and Young Children with Developmental
Disorders in the Medical Home: An Algorithm for Developmental Surveillance and Screening.
Pediatrics 2006;118(1):405-420.
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Need for Systems Improvement

A 30-50% of parents with young children report having

had a developmental assessment Iin primary care
(Halfon, et al., 2004; Guerrero, et al., 2010

A Even with increased rates of screening:
Families often struggle with followp @imenez, et al. 2012)

Few clinics have good systems for tracking outcomes
(King, et al. 2010)
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Barriers to Screening and Care Coordination
In Primary Care

A Lack of time

‘ A Lack of familiarity/ training with screening tools, and
widespread use of nomalidated checklists

A Challenges making referrals

A Challenges with followap
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Voltage Drops

Children access care

§ Providers conduct screening

§ Children are referred for evaluation
§ Eligibility is assessed

§ Services are received

é Outcomes are improved
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Background: Gaps in Evidence for
Developmental Screening

Improved
Developmental Developmental,
p Early | Early | aore p
Screening > Detection Intervention 3
Educational,
Health, and
,? Economic
‘ Outcomes
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The brain’s ability to change The amount of effort
in response to experiences such change requires

36 weeks
: Newborn
gestation

tll ’ ?:2

Synapse formation

246810 20 30 40 50 60 70 Source: Center on the Developing Child at Harvard
AGE SOURCE: LEVITT (2009) njversity; http://developingchild.harvard.edu/
Center on the Developing Child & HarRVARD UNIVERSITY www.developingchild.harvard.edu

Garcia, Heckman, et al (2016): The-tifele Benefits of an Influential Early Childhood Program
A 13% annual rate of return on investment, and benefit/cost ratio of 6.3
A Reduced crime, increased education attainment, and increased labor force participation
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Research Question

ACan the system of early childhood developmental
screening and care coordination be improved through
partnership with a centralized, telephone-based
community service, compared to usual clinical care
alone?

(PHSSR FocwgidgingPublic Health and Health Care)
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Usual Care

- Usual Primary Early
SHIGIEN anG Care Health Intervention
Families : :
S Services Services
£ \ Early Care and Educati(m/
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A New System of Care

Referrals

2-1-1 Early

Community Development Interventions
Health al Screening for children

Centers and Care with
Coordination disabilities

e

S ’[ Social Services Information Sharing

Early Care an
Education
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United Way « AIRS ¢

93.5% Overall Coverage “D-#-F

% of Population Covered® by 2-1-1 in Each State GetConnected. GetAnswers.

% 2-1-1 Goverage by State
- 100% Coverage

- More than 90% Coverage
- More than 80% Coverage
- More than 60% Coverage

More than 40% Coverage

More than 20% Coverage
- Less than 20% Coverage

Data produced by UWW and AIRS: April 2016 *Coverage is defined as populations with landline telephone access to 2-1-1 dialing codes.

Population based on 2010 Census



2-1-1 Los Angeles County

A Part of national network of-2-1 call centers

A Answers ~500,000 calls per year
‘ AIn 2009 started a developmental screening and care
coordination program, led by Patricia Herrera

A Families calling-2-1 for any reason were offered
developmental screening for childreryears old
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Am JPrevMed 2012;43(6S5):54§3463
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